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Successful Test Taking
Preface

Thistest taking book hasbeen developed to help youtakea
sciencetest, aswell asreview strategiesyou aready usein science.

A good test:

A. confirmswhat you already know,
B. helpsyoutoseewhereyou can use what you know,
C. showsyou new ideaswhiletaking thetest.

Please note that thisbook was madeto help you learn how to
preparefor and taketests. Thisbook isnot, however, acomplete model of
your state'stest. Thisbook was devel oped to provide you with itemsthat
you might see on the science assessment you will takelater thisschool year.
Youwill find that someitemswill really challenge your thinking skills
while otherswill befairly easy.

Test taking iscomplicated. By studying testsand how they arewritten,
you can become a better test taker. Thereading, writing, and science
strategiesyou useintheclassroom andin daily life can beused hereaswell.

Asyou usethisbook, try to do your best work. Doing your best work
isamirror of your ability and effort.

Don't forget:
Use Your Common Sense



Test Taking Tips

Here are some helpful hints.

|. Before coming to school on thetest days.

A. Get somerest. It'snot very smart
to try to do your best work when
you are tired.

B. Eat something in advance, such
as ceredl, toast, or fruit, and have
some milk or fruit juice. You
already know that adecent breakfast
will give you the energy you need
to do well in school.

C. Comeprepared. Youmay be
provided with a pencil that has
anerasar, but bring oneanyway.
Also, bringabook or magazine
toentertainyoursalfif youfinish
the test early.

D. Arrive on time. Tests take energy. Don't spend all your energy rushing to get
to school ontime. Allow yourself plenty of timeto get to school on thetest days.



|I. When you get to school on thetest days.

A. Find a comfortable place to work.
This may mean not sitting next to
your friends. Remember, your goal is
to do your best on the test. Sit where
you can concentrate and do well.

B. Follow along when the teacher gives
the test directions. Ask your teacher
toexplain thedirectionsif you do not
understand them.

C. Some tests are confusing. You may
know the answer, but you must
correctly fill in the bubble or write
your answer on the blank linesto get
credit for your answe.

D. Unless your teacher tells you
otherwise, mark in the test book.
Most test books will not be used
again, so mark away! Do any work
you need to right on the test book
Pages.

E. Don't waste all of your time on one
item. It is OK to skip an item and
return to it later. Make finding the
item you skipped easy for yourself
by putting alarge% next to it or by
circling the number of theiteminthe
test book.

F. If you come across an item that just
seems impossible, skip it and move
on. But don't give up on the whole
test altogether. Some test writers put
in very hard items at first. Don't let
them defeat you when they do this.

Keep going!

G. For multiple-choice questions, mark

the best answer. If you are not sure of
an answer, go ahead and guess wisely.
But don’t just mark any answer. You
probably aready know that at |east one
of theanswersisincorrect. Mark out all
incorrect answers even if you can't
completely figure out the correct
answer. Thiswill makeguessingwisely
ease.

. For short-answer and extended-

response items, clearly explain your
thinking and show all your work.

. Do your own work. Copying is not

right. Besides, when you copy, you
run the risk of miscopying; and the
person you copy from may be wrong.

. Review your multiple-choice answers

when you are finished to be sure you
chose the best answer. Reread your
answersto short-answer and extended-
response items to make sure they are
clear and complete.

. Most tests are too long, and you will

get tired. Keep at it, even if you need
to stretch your back and arms. It may
help to look at the ceiling or out a
window from time to time.

. Smile. Tests are important, but they

aren't the end of the world. Remain
cam. Do the best you can.



Successful Test Taking Srategies
for Answering
Multiple-Choice Questions
In Science

Read each question and any other text carefully. Try to get a “feel” for
what the answer might be while you are reading the question.

Ask and answer, "What do | know?" "What am | being asked to do?"

There will be 3 answer choices for each multiple-choice questionin
this book. Look at each choice. Mark out all incorrect answer choices.

If you redly don’'t know the answer, try using each answer choice
that is given with the question. “Plugging-in” each given answer
choice may help you find the best answer.

Then, mark the best answer right in this book by filling in the circle
(bubble) to the left of the answer you chose. Completely fill in only
one bubble. A correct answer is worth one point.




Successful Test Taking Strategies
for Answering

Short-Answer and Extended-Response Items

These questions require you to think about a question, and then either write

an answer or perform some task. These questions require you to explain why you
chose the answer you did, show how you arrived at your answer, or draw a
diagramto explainyour thinking.

Short-answer questions have you write a short answer. You will use about 5

minutes to answer short-answer questions. A complete answer isworth 2 points.

Extended-response questionsare more challenging and requirealonger answer,

such as writing a detailed explanation or solving a multi-step question. You might
use about 10 minutesto answer extended-response questions. A complete answer is
worth 4 points.

1.

READ: Read the question, chart, or graph and any directions carefully.
Ask yoursdlf, "What do | know?"' "What is the question asking me to do?"

INQUIRE: Use the strategies you know best to help you solve the question:
- Brainstorm for ideas and strategies by recalling what you already know.
- Useall theinformation given in the question. Decide what isimportant
and what is not.
- Use an idea map/graphic organizer to put your ideasin alogical order.

NOTE - Two common types of questions require you to write.

They are: a) why questions and b) list questions:

a) Why questions: When a question asks why, the writer must include
reasons. Restate the question and add reasons: state what happens,
use the words because or since, and then add the reasons.

b) List questions. When the question asks for alist, make sure you
include one.

EXPLAIN: Remember, someonewill be reading your answers.
Clearly and completely explain your thinking so that the person who reads
your answer understands your thinking.

Check your work to make sure you have answered each part of the question
and have given al the information asked for by the question. Read what you
have written to revise and edit. )




General Information for the Student

In this test you will demonstrate your understanding of science.

The test has multiple-choice questions worth 1 point, short-answer questions
worth 2 points, and extended-response questions worth 4 points.

Here are someimportant thingsto remember asyou use this book:

1.

2.

Write and mark your answers right in this book.

For multiple-choice questions, choose the best answer by completely filling
in the circle (bubble) to the left of the answer you chose. If you need to erase
an answer, be sure to erase it completely.

For short-answer and extended-response questions, think carefully before
you write. Remember, someone will be reading your answers. Clearly and
completely explain why or show how you chose the answer you did.

If you do not know the answer to a question, go on to the next question.
You can return to that question later.

CONTINUEWORKINGUNTIL YOU REACHA STOP SIGN.
THEN STOP.

If you finish a session early, you may check your work in that test session only.
Do not turn to another session of the test.

Go On—



29 The graph below showsthe resultsfrom ascienceinvestigation.
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L ook at these four questions:

At what temperature doeswater most quickly evaporate?
How doestime affect evaporation?

When water evaporates, do its molecules move further apart?
How much energy isneeded to evaporate water?

pODPE

The graph providesthe answer to which question? Explain your thinking.




Usetheinformation below to answer questions 43 through 46.

Planet Diameter Rotationin Average Distance Length of Revolution Number
(km) Earth Days from Sun (km) inEarth Years of Moons
Mercury | 4,878 59 58,000,000 0.24 0
Venus | 12,104 243 108,000,000 0.62 0
Earth 12,756 1 150,000,000 1.00 1
Mars 6,794 1.03 228,000,000 1.90 2

43 Which planet is closest in sizeto Earth?

O A. Venus
O B. Mars
O C.

Mercury

Which planet hasthelongest period of day and night? Explain your answer.

45 Why isMercury’srevolution the shortest?

O A. ltisoneof thesmallest planets.
(O B. Itisclosest tothe sun.
(O C. Itdoesnot have moons.




Usetheinformation below to answer questions 70 through 75.

70

MATTERAND ENERGY INVESTIGATION

The 20 studentsin Mrs. Garcia's physical science classwere studying energy and
changesin matter. The studentsand Mrs. Garciadesigned an experiment to learn more
about such changes.

Mrs. Garciadivided the 20 studentsinto five groups. She gave each group three
effervescent tablets (similar to Alka-Seltzer) and asmall plastic film canister.

Each group received acup of water. Thewater in each cup was adifferent temperature:
(5°C, 10°C, 20°C, 30°C, 40°C).

Then Mrs. Garciawrotethisinvestigation question on the chalkboard:

What happenstothelid of afilm canister when an
effer vescent tablet and different temper atures of water
are combined within the closed canister?

Write a possible hypothesisfor the students’ experiment.

71

Mrs. Garciatold the students to put one effervescent tablet into the film canister,
fill the canister with some of the water from their cup, and then put the lid securely
on the canister.

The studentsthen timed any results using the second hand on the clock onthe
classroomwall. Studentsthen recorded their observations.

Explain why the studentswere given thr ee effervescent tabletsrather than just one.




72 After the experiment, each group made agraph of their observations. Mrs. Garcia
then combined the datafrom each graph into one graph. Thefollowingisher graph.
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What conclusion can be made from Mrs. Garcia sgraph? Explain your answe.

73 If youwereto do thisexperiment again, what might you measure
to makeit more accur ate?

O A. the temperature of the water
O B. the volume of the water in the canister
O C. both A. and B.




74 While conducting the investigation, one student, Shawn, measured and recorded the
distancethelid of her canister traveled. She made the graph shown below.
Shawn claimsthat her graph showsthat after thelid popped off, it traveled the
greatest distance from the canister at 8 seconds.

9
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6
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for lidtopop

0 10 20 D Q0
Distancefrom canister (in mm)

Did Shawn interpret her graph correctly? Explain your thinking.

75 Astheeffervescent tablet dissolvesin the water in the canister, agasformsinside
the canister. Describe the motion and arrangement of the moleculesin the
effervescent tablet and in the gas. How are the moleculesin the tablet and the
moleculesin the gasalike and how are they different?
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Successful Test Taking®

This Successful Test Taking® Science 5 book
is specifically designed to assist teachers and
students asthey incorporate the information and
skillscontainedinthe EALRsand the Grade Level
Expectationsinto their learning environment. The
book is an essential teaching resource for
educatorsinterested in preparing their studentsfor
the M SP. Students will see the book as ahelpful
lear ning tool to master important science skills.

Using " Successful Test Taking®"

1. After each student receives aSuccessful Test
Taking® Science 5 book, et them know they
canwriteand mark their answersin the book.

2. Usepages 3-5todiscuss preparation and aids
totest taking.

3. Onpages6and 7, review with your students
the strategiesfor answering the different types
of scienceitemsonthe MSP.

4. Youmay wishto spend moretimeand/or days
using this book than is actually spent on the
MSP.

5.

10.

Because this book is a learning/practice tool,
you should tell your studentsthat the format of
the Successful Test Taking® Science 5 books
is somewhat different from the MSP.
For example, there are moretotal itemsaswell
asmore short-answer itemsto provide students
with much more practice. Thisbook provides
more items to give students much thinking/
analyzing/writing practice to build their
confidencewhile preparing for the assessment.

Review the General Informationfor the
Student on page 8.

Next, have students begin the scienceitems
for the Session 1 beginning on page 9.
Studentswill continue working until they
reach page 19

(item 25).

Session 2 testing (page 20) and Session 3
testing (page 32) will becarriedoutina
similar fashion as Session 1, with students
working on items 26 - 75.

Remind studentsto continue working on
thescienceitemsuntil they reach astop
sign @ in their book, at which point
studentsstop.

Thereareatotal of 75itemsand 93 possible

pointsin the Science 5 book.
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